
the Roman Empire. Organizing inquests by the missi, he looked into allegations of
exploitation of the poor, standardized the procedures of his chancery, and put all
Frankish bishops and monasteries under his control.maps 3.4a, 3.4b, 3.4c

Charlemagne had employed his sons as “sub-kings.” Louis politicized his family
still more. Early in his reign he had his wife crowned empress, named his first-born
son, Lothar, emperor and co-ruler, and had his other sons, Pippin and Louis (later
called “the German”), agree to be sub-kings under their older brother. It was neatly
planned. But when Louis’s first wife died he married Judith, daughter of a relatively
obscure kindred (the Welfs) that would later become enormously powerful in Saxony
and Bavaria. In 823 she and Louis had a son, Charles (later “the Bald”), and this
(plus the death of Pippin in 838) upset the earlier division of the empire. A family
feud turned into bitter civil war as brothers fought one another and their father for
titles and kingdoms.

After Louis’s death a peace was hammered out in the Treaty of Verdun (843). (See

Venice Venice

Map 3.4a: Partition of 843
(Treaty of Verdun)

Map 3.4b: Partition of 870
(Treaty of Meerssen)

Map 3.4c: Partition of 880
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