
Voyages

As we have seen (p. 267), already in the thirteenth century merchants and missionaries
from Genoa and Majorca were making forays into the Atlantic. In the fifteenth cen-
tury the initiative that would eventually take Europeans around the Cape of Good
Hope in one direction and to the Americas in the other came from the Portuguese
royal house. The enticements were gold and slaves as well as honor and glory. Under
King João I (r.1385-1433) and his successors, Portugal extended its rule to the Muslim
port of Ceuta and a few other nearby cities. (See Map 8.6.) More importantly, João’s
son Prince Henry “the Navigator” (1394-1460) sponsored expeditions —mainly by
Genoese sailors — to explore the African coast: in the mid-1450s they reached the

Map 8.6: Long-distance Sea Voyages of the Fifteenth Century
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