
Ireland

In 1169 the Irish king of Leinster, Diarmait Mac Murchada (Dermot MacMurrough),
enlisted some lords and knights from England to help him first keep, then expand, his
kingdom. The English fighters succeeded all too well; when Diarmait died (1171),
some of the English decided to stay, claiming Leinster for themselves. The king of
England, Henry II, reacted swiftly. Gathering an army, he invaded Ireland in 1171.
The lords of the 1169 expedition recognized his overlordship almost immediately,
keeping their new territories, but now redefined as fiefs from the king. Most of the
native Irish kings submitted in similar manner. The whole of one kingdom, Meath,
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Map 6.4: The German Push to the East, Twelfth to Fourteenth Centuries Adapted from Atlas of Medieval Europe, ed. Angus Mackay
and David Ditchburn (Routledge, 1997), p. 98.


