
Iran in about the year 1000. Within a little over fifty years, they had allied themselves
with the caliphs as upholders of Sunni orthodoxy, defeated the Buyids, taken over the
cities, and started collecting taxes. Between 1055 and 1092, a succession of formidable
Seljuk leaders — Tughril I, Alp Arslan, and Malik Shah (see Genealogy 5.1: The Early
Seljuks)—proclaimed themselves rulers,“sultans,” of a new state. Bands of herdsmen
followed in their wake, moving their sheep into the very farmland of Iran (disrupting
agriculture there), then continuing westward, into Armenia, which had been recently
annexed by Byzantium. Meanwhile, under Alp Arslan (r.1063-1072), the Seljuk army
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