
the Islamic world of the ninth century was centered on the caliph and his court. The
Abbasids, who ousted the Umayyad caliphs in 750, moved their center of power to
Iraq (part of the former Persia) and stepped into the shoes of the Sasanid king of
kings, the “shadow of God on earth.” Yet much of their time was spent less in impos-
ing their will than in conciliating different interest groups.

The Abbasid Reconfiguration

Years of Roman rule had made Byzantium relatively homogeneous. Nothing was less
true of the Islamic world, made up of regions wildly diverse in geography, language,

Map 3.2: The Islamic World, c.800
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